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Arts Center Community Survey results summary 

The City of Vancouver and Historic Trust, with support from Artstra, are working on a concept to 

repurpose the Vancouver police headquarters building (located at 605 E. Evergreen Blvd.) into the 

Arts Headquarters, a community arts center that could potentially offer studio space, classrooms, 

a gallery, and maker spaces. We conducted a survey of artists, makers, and interested community 

members in order to better inform the design and function of a potential arts center.

The survey had two components: 

1. Maker’s Survey, tageting makers and community members who might benefit from the 

programming and activities envisioned for a community arts center. 

2. Studio Space Survey, targeting artists and assessing needs that might be met by a communty arts 

center.

388 people participated

We received 379 Maker’s Survey responses and 181 Studio Space Survey responses for a total of 

560 community survey responses. Since both surveys were relevant for many people, a substantial 

number took both surveys. Out of all survey responses, there were 388 unique individuals who 

participated in the combined Arts Center Community Survey. Of those, 245 completed the Maker’s 

Survey, 94 completed the Studio Space Survey, and 49 completed both surveys.

605 E. Evergreen Blvd: Proposed Arts HQ site
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Art classes and workshops

Exhibition/gallery space

Art festivals

Culturally oriented arts and crafts

Open studios hours by working artists

Retirement community workshops

Community room/meeting space

Youth art shows

After school programs

Day camps (pre K - K / 1st - 5th / teens)

Practice room/rehearsal space

Professional development opportunities

Field trip activities

Other
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Percentages show the percent of the 379 respondents to this question 
who selected each paricular programming preference) 

Number of responses: 

93%

78%

70%

61%

61%

54%

49%

45%

44%

41%

39%

36%

26%

13%

Community arts center programming preferences

Survey respondents were asked what types of programming they 

would you like to see available at a community art center in Vancouver.

MAKERS AND COMMUNITY

Arts center programming preferences

Survey participants were asked what types of programming they would like to see available 
in a community art center in Vancouver. They could select one or more options from a list of 
programming choices. This chart shows which options were most favored by respondents.

Likelihood of using a  
community arts center

Survey participants were asked to rate 
on a scale of 1 to 5 how likely they 
would be to use a community arts 
center as envisioned, with “1” meaning 
not at all likely and “5” meaning most 
likely. The average rating among 379 
responses was 4.5.

4.5
OUT OF 5 
AVERAGE RATING:
“MOST LIKELY”  
TO USE A  
COMMUNITY  
ARTS CENTER 
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Art classes
and workshops

54%

Exhibit/
gallery space

18%

Youth art shows (1%)

Day camps (1%)

Professional 
development 
opportunities (1%)

Community room/
meeting space (2%)

After school programs (2%)

Other (2%)

Retirement community 
workshops (3%)

Culturally oriented 
arts and crafts (3%)

Art festivals (4%)

Practice rooms/
rehearsal space(4%)

Open studio hours 
by working artists (5%)

Top-ranked programming preferences

Survey respondents ranked their top three choices for arts center 

programming. This chart shows respondents’ top priority and the 

prevalence of that choice among all 339 respondents for this question.

Top-ranked programming preferences

Survey participants were asked to rank their top three choices for arts center programming. The 
chart below shows respondents’ top priority for programming and the prevalence of that choice 
among the 339 responses to the question. Resondents’ second and third priorities are not shown 
in this chart.

Classes and/or makers activities

Survey participants were asked what types of classes and/or makers activities they would be 
interested in. The chart below shows the level of interest in different classes or activities among 
374 total responses.
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This bar graph shows survey respondent interest in different 
types of classes and/or makers activities. (374 total responses)

Number of responses: 

Painting

Drawing

Ceramics

Recycled art/creative reuse

Photography

Fiber arts

Glass studio

Jewelry making

Sculpture

Creative writing

Sewing

Digital/media

Art histoy

3-D printing

Other

Classes and/or makers activities 

Q: What types of classes and/or makers activities would you be interested in?

MAKERS AND COMMUNITY
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Art career level of studio space survey respondents

 Q: How would you define where you are in your art career?

Emerging
An artist in the early 
stage of their career 

who has developed a 
modest, independent 

body of work, but 
hasn't yet established 

a solid reputation 
amongst art critics, 

patrons, and exhibitors.

Mid-career
An artist who has created an independent body of work 
over a number of years and who has received regional 
or national recognition through publication or public 
presentation of their work.

Established
An artist who is at a mature stage in their career and 
who has created an extensive body of independent 
work. An established artist has reached an advanced 
level of achievement by sustaining a nationally or 
internationally recognized contribution to the discipline.

54%

33%

13%

STUDIO SPACE

Artistic background

Studio space survey participants were asked whether they were self-taught or formally educated 
in their artistic discipline. The chart below shows the breakdown among 179 responses.

Art career level

Participants were also asked how they would define where they are in their art career according 
to the three career stages of emerging, mid-career, and established. The chart below shows the 
breakdown among the 181 respondents.

Formally educated 

in their art discipline

Both self-taught and 

formally educated in 

their art discipline

Self-taught in their 

art discipline

43% 10%

47%
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Film (6)

Glass studio (13)

Murals (16)

Ceramics (16)

Literary arts (17)

Visual arts
(147)

Art education
(39)

Other
(38)

Gallery
(32)

Sculpture
(29)

Music
(27)

Fiber 
   arts

       (22)

Digital/
    media
        (22)

Artistic disciplines of studio space survey respondents

Studio space survey respondents were asked what artistic disciplines they are 

involved in. This chart shows disciplines selected among the 181 respondents.

STUDIO SPACE

Artistic disciplines among Studio Space Survey participants

Studio space survey participants were asked what artistic disciplines they are involved in. The 
chart below shows disciplines selected among the 181 respondents.

Studio space outside of home

Survey participants were asked if they have separate 
studio space outside of their home. Of the 181 
participants, 158 (87.2%) did not. 23 people (12.7%)
said they had studio space outside of their home.

Interest in studio space  
in a community arts center

Of the 162 survey participants who said they had 
no separate studio space outside their home, 72 
or 44% answered yes when asked if they would be 
interested in renting studio space in a community 
arts center if it were available.

87%
44%

HAVE NO 
STUDIO 
SPACE 
OUTSIDE 
OF THEIR 
HOME

INTERESTED 
IN RENTING 
STUDIO 
SPACE IN A 
COMMUNITY 
ARTS CENTER


